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Summary 
Funding of Churces in the Czech Lands in 20
th 
Century 
The aim of my Master’s degrese thesis is to describe the evolution of the system of 
financing of churches and religious societies in the Czech lands during the 20th century. I have 
also focused on future possibilities for church financing with regard to the foreign regulation. 
 The thesis is composed of ten chapters. The first chapter deals with various models of 
the relationship between state and church existing in the world and their implications for 
raising funds for church activities.  
 The following six chapters focus on the financing of churches in different historical 
periods. The second chapter concentrates on the situation in the Czech lands as part of the 
Austrian monarchy. There is described the formation and function of religious funds and the 
introduction of state subsidies to clergy. The third chapter deals with the First Republic, and 
mainly land reform and its implications for church finances. The fourth chapter deals with the 
position of the Church during the Second Republic and the Nazi occupation. The next section 
describes the occupation of church property by the state, I analyze there disputes about the 
application of the Benes decrees of confiscation of churches property and new land acts. 
Replacement the financing of the return of property and tightening state control over churches 
are the subject of the sixth chapter. I analyze social situation since 1989, providing subsidies 
for religious activities, state contributions to charitable activities and cultural monuments and 
the restitution of church property in the seventh chapter.  
 The next two chapters deal with other instruments of financing of churches - tax 
breaks, collections, donations and church fees.  
 The last, tenth, chapter deals with other systems in European countries and their 
potential application in the Czech Republic.  
 As regards the Czech countries, churches were financed from multiple sources. 
Churches financed their activities in the Czech lands traditionally by return of church 
property, the compensation for the secularized church property, the proceeds of religious 
funds, state and municipal subsidies and grants and contributions and donations of members 
and supporters of the churches.1  
 „During the 20th century the importance of certain sources highlighted, other sources 
were considerably put down.“2 Church receive funds for its activities from the proceeds of 
their own property primarily in the first half of the twentieth century. A portion of his wealth 
came to the implementation of the first land reform between 1919 and 1930. Possibility of 
using this source of revenue was eliminated after World War II. Church property is partially 
affected the presidential decrees. Above all, it was the revision of the first land reform and the 
new land reform (jointly carried out during 1948), which led to the destruction of this 
important financial source.3  
Churches subsidies from public funds were provided during the whole 20th century. 
Examples of such sources of fading are suplements (called kongrua) provided by the Catholic 
and the Orthodox Church and the subsidies provided  by other churches in the first half of the 
last century. From November 1949 the salaries (called služné) were paid to the churches, 
beginning in 1991 the state provides funding for salaries of the clergy. 
Collections and donations were in the 20th century an important source of funds for 
religious activities. Although converted to one visitor the contributions are relatively low, 
collections are fundamental sources of church income, and their amount corresponds to an 
annual government grant to pay salaries to clergymen.4  
The current system of funding of churches is not ideal. People, members and church 
leaders, all, are not satisfied with this system.  
Regarding future church funding arrangements it is often spoken of tax assignation. 
They would be possible as a complementary form of financing of churches, but in any case 
they can not be the main source of income. The introduction of church taxes or contributions 
                                                          
1 TRETERA, Jiří Rajmund. Stát a církve v České republice. Kostelní Vydří: Karmelitánské nakladatelství, 2002. 
s. 120 
2 BRADÁČ, Petr. Financování církví v českých zemích v 20. století. Diplomová práce obhájená na Právnické 
fakultě Univerzity Karlovy v Praze 
3 TRETERA, Jiří Rajmund. Stát a církve v České republice. Kostelní Vydří: Karmelitánské nakladatelství, 2002. 
s. 45 
4 VALEŠ, Václav. Konfesní právo – průvodce studiem. Plzeň: Aleš Čeněk, 2008. s. 201 
is not also an appropriate solution because of the number of believers. As a possible solution 
seems to be a partial restitution of church property, or financial compensation for the 
unreleased property, complemented by extending tax breaks to donations from individuals 
and companies and the introduction of tax assignations. 
 
